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the partner incurs the penalty for a breach of Rule 16-1a — see Definition of “Partner.”
(Revised)

1-4/9 Bird’s Nest Interfering with Stroke

Q. A player’s ball comes to rest in a bird’s nest or so close to the nest that he could not
make a stroke without damaging it. In equity (Rule 1-4), does the player have any
options in addition to playing the ball as it lies or, if applicable, proceeding under Rule
26 or 28?7

A. Yes. It is unreasonable to expect the player to play from such a situation and unfair
to require the player to incur a penalty stroke under Rule 26 (Water Hazards) or Rule
28 (Ball Unplayable).

If the ball lay through the green, the player may, without penalty, drop a ball within
one club-length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest spot not nearer the hole that
would allow him to make his stroke without damaging the nest and that is not in a
hazard and not on a putting green. The ball when dropped must first strike a part of the
course through the green.

If the ball lay in a hazard, the player may drop a ball, without penalty, within one club-
length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest spot not nearer the hole that would
allow him to make his stroke without damaging the nest. If possible, the ball must be
dropped in the same hazard and, if not possible, in a similar nearby hazard, but in
either case not nearer the hole. If it is not possible for the player to drop the ball in a
hazard, he may drop it, under penalty of one stroke, outside the hazard, keeping the
point where the original ball lay between the hole and the spot on which the ball is
dropped.

If the ball lay on the putting green, the player may, without penalty, place a ball at the
nearest spot not nearer the hole and not in a hazard that would allow him to make his
stroke without damaging the nest.






















































